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Indicator description 
“Job creation potential” assesses the number of created jobs as a result of the implementation of specific NBS. 
The indicator can measure the impacts of NBS on the sustainability challenge of "Economic development and 
decent employment".  
The transition to a green economy is projected to lead to a significant increase of new jobs in the future, 
transforming more traditional “brown jobs” into greener alternatives (1). Research on the potential of a 
nature-oriented economic scenario has shown that with somewhat small increases in the implementation of 
nature-based solutions such as green roofs and pocket parks, it can generate multiple socio-economic benefits 
such as the creation of additional job positions (2). 
The job creation potential is measured usually through data collected from existing datasets and surveys (e.g. 
actual employment figures) (4, 7), although face-to-face interviews can also be used when employee’s 
motivations, needs, skills and acquired knowledge are also under research (3, 7). 
 
Indicator scoring 
The values given to the indicators were based on selected scientific literature (7 papers), including 2 empirical 
studies (1, 3) and 5 meta-analysis (2, 4, 5, 6, 7).  
 
The proportion of studies that showed positive benefits for an NBS were used as a base for the scoring and 
distributed between scores ranging from 1 to 5 according to the proportions of positive impacts. Indications 
of negative impacts were noted here in the score document as a proportion of studies. When data for benefits 
of an NBS was not present in the literature it was denoted as no values found. 
  



 

 

Scores, job creation potential 

Nature-based solution Score 
Proportions of positive 
/negative impact 
(number of studies)  

Parks and (semi)natural urban green areas 5 1 / 0 (n = 6) 

Urban green areas connected to grey infrastructure 5 1 / 0 (n = 3) 

Blue areas  5 1 / 0 (n = 4) 

External building greens 5 1 / 0 (n = 2) 

Allotments and community gardens 4 0.67 / 0 (n = 3) 

Green areas for water management 4 0.67 / 0 (n = 3) 
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